
E T H N O A R C H A E O LO G Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
William S. Ayres  Anthropology 451  
Office: ph. 346-5119  University of Oregon  
Email: wsayres@uoregon.edu     
 
   
 
 

This class focuses on relationships between archaeology and ethnography in an attempt to 
determine how ethnographic observations and context can be used to understand the past more fully 
and how archaeologists can effectively study material culture behavior in a living context. The key to this 
kind of study is for archaeologists to make direct observations of cultural behavior as it is reflected in the 
things and refuse that people actually create at present. The archaeologist's view of material culture aids 
in formulating behavioral structures or contexts for its use; the archaeologist=s perspective on time aids in 
evaluating the concept of the "ethnographic present." Selected archaeologically and ethnographically 
known peoples from South Africa, Australia, North America, the Pacific, and other world areas will be 
examined to provide details of ethnoarchaeological study of both hunter-gatherer and food producing 
subsistence. Of specific interest are three issues currently being debated: mobility questions for hunter- 
gatherers, ceramic ethnoarchaeology, and landscape archaeology.  
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